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Abstract

Many countries in this world are facing the issue of moral decadence and Pakistan has no exception.
Curriculum is a vital factor to instill moral values in students. This study aimed to determine the extent
to which moral values were involved in the Single National Curriculum at the primary level. This study
was delimited to 5™ grade Islamiat SNC document and textbook. Data collection sources were SNC
documents, and textbook of Islamiat. In order to analyze the data, we enlisted moral values in light of
the literature review. For this study, a qualitative content analysis technique was employed to analyze
the 5™-grade SNC document and textbook of Islamiat. This study highlighted that the content related to
moral values was adequate in Islamiat. This study recommended that the missing moral values in
Islamiat SNC document and textbook should be involved and those moral values that were presented
briefly in textbooks should be included in detail.
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Introduction

English Moral values are the set of standards that helps individuals to evaluate right and wrong
or good and bad behaviour and acts (Ahmad, 2018). In today’s world, a significant problem is the
decline of moral standards (George & Uyanga, 2014; Atoi, 2020; Jani, 2018; Tamam, 2017). Societies
are rife with bad behaviours which include intolerance, deceitfulness, contempt, disrespect, lying,
dishonesty, unfairness, and many other illegal acts (George & Uyanga, 2014; Demirel, et al, 2016;
Webber, 2017). Moral degradation is the cause of these problems. The same problem is being faced by
Pakistan, just like other countries. Numerous authors have addressed it, including Ahmed et al., (2009)
and Omer et al., (2015).

These are the moral values that distinguish human beings from animals. The teaching of moral
values to the individual is important because if individuals of societies practice moral values in all walks
of life, then that society remains a civilized society. Moral values should be taught to students so that
they can become good citizens and better members of society. Various authors believe that moral values
can be taught to students through education (Akram et al., 2021; Tamam, 2017; Muzaffar & Javaid,
2018) because education aims to promote a person’s overall growth, which also includes moral
development. One of the most useful and significant tools in this regard is the curriculum (Alvi, Khanam
& Kalsoom, 2020).

In Pakistan, Single National Curriculum (grade 1-5) has been implemented in 2021. According
to the Ministry of Education Pakistan, SNC focuses on moral value-based education. Literature shows
that a lot of studies have been done on Single National Curriculum but the studies related to the
exploration of moral values in SNC are limited. During the review of literature, the study of Bano &
Abubakar (2022) was the only study seen which was about the moral and social development aspects
in SNC English. The authors used only English curriculum to analyze. So SNC needs to be analyzed
for exploration of moral values in other subjects also. In this article, we took SNC Islamiat for the
exploration of Moral values. As compared to other curricula, Islamiat curriculum provides more scope
for the development of moral values.
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According to Mahmood and Afsar (2022), Islamic studies play a significant role in developing
morality and thought. One must learn Islamic studies if he/she wishes to have good morals and enlighten
his/ her mind with the right thinking.

Literature review
Moral Values

Morality is one of the pillars of Islam, which is a complete way of life. In Islam, anything that
promotes the wellbeing of individuals or society and does not conflict with any Islamic principles is
good, whereas anything that is ethically dangerous is bad. (Masitah, 2019). Human personality and
behaviour are influenced by morality. (Muzaffar, Javaid, & Sohail, 2017). Every society needs it on
the most fundamental level. Islam greatly highlights moral values such as tolerance, humility, justice,
respect for people, kindness, and brotherhood (Shah, Raza, & Irfan, 2021).

Since moral standards decide whether or not something is good, they are crucial. Sometimes a
person's moral principles are used to describe who they are as a person. Someone who has acquired
adequate training and upholds high moral standards typically demonstrates the moral values honesty,
kindness, forgiveness, tolerance, and justice (Kaur, 2015). It has been demonstrated that respect for
one's friends, family, and loved ones helps to fortify societal ties. Human cohabitation can be made
better with increased connectedness. Honesty and truthfulness are the highest moral principles that exist
in human society. If these principles are upheld, people can easily accomplish their goals. The use of
moral values will enhance one's well-being (Sari, 2013).

Morality is one of the major principles of Islam. Islam demands moral behaviour from its
believers. A lot of moral guidelines are provided by Islam. Some of them include honesty, covenant-
keeping, humility, tolerance, respect, kindness, good manners, avoid backbiting, brotherhood (Halstead,
2007).

Single National Curriculum

Researchers have examined the Single National Curriculum from a variety of aspects. Irfan,
(2021) carried out a qualitative study to assess the English as Second Language (ESL) Single National
Curriculum for grades 6-8. The expectations and worries of teachers regarding the execution of SNC at
the primary level was the main topic of the study of Zaman, Saleem & Ali, (2021). Rauf, Ayub, &
Batool, (2022) looked at SNC’s goals of teaching ESL (English as Second Language) to students in
primary grades. The study of Khan & Ali (2022) was focused on identifying the various ideologies
present in English textbooks (SNC-2020) for primary school. The purpose of the study of Hussain,
Abbas & Asim, (2021) was to examine the class five Islamiyat's content (session 2019-2020 and 2021-
2022). Tayyab, Umer & Sajid (2022) critically analyzed the religious content in English and Urdu
textbooks to reveal implicit and explicit ideology at work (based on SNC). Bano & Abubakar, (2022)
examined the SNC English textbook for the fifth grade in relation to issues of students' moral and social
development by using the content analysis technique.

Material and Methods

The present research was qualitative in nature. A content analysis technique was employed to
explore the moral values included in 5" grade Islamiat Curriculum document and textbook. Islamiat
curriculum document and textbook of grade 5 were selected as the study’s material or source of data
collection. The textbook used for analysis was published by PCTB (session 2021-22). In the light of the
literature review we enlisted moral values in order to analyze the curriculum document and textbook.
In order to analyze the material, firstly the material was read carefully and then analyzed by keeping in
view the list of moral values.
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Results and Discussion

Table 1
Analysis of Islamiat Curriculum document

Moral Values Themes and subthemes S

Tolerance

Brotherhood

Kindness and forgiveness

honesty

Covenant keeping

Respect for people

humility

Avoid backbiting

AN S ANANANANANIN
w

SNEIRIAEIREA

Service of humanity

The topics and subtopics in the Islamiat curriculum document included moral values like
tolerance, brotherhood, kindness, forgiveness, covenant-keeping, avoiding backbiting. The moral
values like honesty, respect for people, humility, and service of humanity were not included in the topics
suggested for textbook. But some topics were those which might include the moral values like < =~
e il ooy e and Ol alis, Later some of the moral values that were not seen in the topics were
seen in the SLOs. The moral values: kindness, forgiveness, tolerance, honesty, covenant keeping,
brotherhood, avoid backbiting were involved in the SLOs. Some moral values were not included in the
SLOs like respect for people, humility, service of humanity.

e One SLO related to tolerance is as follows:
" g ol8] s g e S 5 lL5 )"
“To Be aware of the meaning of tolerance.”
e One SLO related to brotherhood is as follows:
" S g o8] e Ay g i g s il 5l il e8 S o la Sl 5 ClR e o o piles”
“To be aware of the benefits and effects of brotherhood in the society.”
e Following is the SLO for keeping covenants:

plia S e i) s agie Mad ] sy ol S milnass 1 sy o) misin 5 pasl S alis g mile ] o o ST i
"o Ol

“Learn about the example of the Prophet (A= </~ 2L 9) and the biography of the Sahaabah
(RA).”

o Following is the one SLO related to Kindness and forgiveness:
o Ola el (S pa ) sl S sk
“Know the importance of forgiveness and kindness.”

e SLO related to honesty is given below:

".@:Xuﬁa(ffcwGUQJ/L;U}LLA/JJ/J/JJSEAD/HJ&[CQﬂawﬁuéﬁyauﬁ”
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“They could be aware of the importance of Hazrat Ali's role and trusts in the context of
migration to Madinah.”

e SLO related to avoiding backbiting is given below:
" g ]y i 2 e ine S (558 Jra

“Be able to know the meaning and concept of backbiting.”

Table 2
Analysis of Islamiat textbook
Moral Values Presence Page No
Tolerance v 65
Brotherhood 4 48, 81

Kindness and forgiveness v 69
Honesty v 98
Covenant keeping v 77

Respect for people X -
Humility v 104
Avoid backbiting v 85
Service of humanity v 104

The Islamiat textbook of 5" grade involved the moral values: tolerance, kindness, forgiveness,
honesty, brotherhood, covenant keeping, humility, avoid backbiting, service of humanity. Only one
moral value was missing which was “respect for people”.

¢ In the textbook of Islamiat, a whole chapter (on pg. no 65 and 66) was about the moral value of
“tolerance”. The meaning and concept of tolerance were explained in this chapter. The
incidental stories from the life of Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) and his companions were also
presented to clarify it. Following text from the textbook shows “tolerance”.

bl sl dilie ude S g g SOl (et i el ) Kol S ulia gl ailie Cilida o Slo . jlat”

S il il S i K i iy S i b K e e S ] S oS il LS oy S sy o)

Ja Bla a (S5 sl Sl mi alaw o dles L - aila S 1 _p s (S (5 0l o G 5n 5 k8 5l (sabils
4 e .
= B

“People of different beliefs and religions live in our country. Therefore, we should respect each
other's religious beliefs and social customs. No one should be harassed because of his religion, region,
color or caste. The basic and natural rights of every human being should be paid on the basis of
equality. Only such a society can become a living example of social harmony and tolerance.”

o Two chapters were about the moral value “brotherhood” on pg. no 48 and 81. Some of the text
from pg. 81 is given below:”

S sl (e s C‘J:'J":i’u“’ S o5, g o pn e SOl cipe o 20l (S Ll
bl il 1S ) 58 laail i alu g sile ] (s 5 ST (i 55 iy o) sie adide (g abe s o g 5 i 2 a0
M S e g Sl Gl G L0 (5 9 S s o~ pad il L) (S 2 ls g

“Before the advent of Islam, the Arabs were an uncivilized nation. They were divided into
tribes. They used to fight each other over small things. When the emigrants reached Madinah, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) made the Ansar his brothers. This is such a
wonderful example of brotherhood that the whole world cannot provide an example of.”

o The moral values kindness and forgiveness were present in a chapter on pg. no 69. This chapter
discussed the definition and concept of kindness and forgiveness. These were also explained
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by presenting instances from the life of Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH).Below is an extract from
the chapter pertaining to kindness and forgiveness:

) a_z.&,a ZS@/"(“AJ'CT’ L;L//si/\./.l,!:.uw/_)/‘;/L?J‘)SQ&AJSL#:U}SJJ/#‘;MJ/‘)A:‘J)S/JJJJ_Q};"
L R s il i S b S i ]

“Forgiveness means to forgive someone's mistake and omission and not to take revenge.
Compassion means treating God's creatures with gentleness and compassion.”

¢ Inthe Islamiat textbook, the moral value covenant keeping was covered in a whole chapter (on
pg. 77). The author defined and discussed the idea of keeping a promise in this chapter.
Additionally, examples from the life of Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH)were used to clarify this.
Below is a sample of that chapter's text:

‘_J)Badcj.w:'@;«u LTL;&;:&/SJJ) L:_)Swf_jjga.lcjuawﬁ.dwc a.y.l.iu;rU.h:r‘_;ﬁ'){ia.lcj"
" i e (S (s 5 b5 e L o) (il ) (S (AL ]
“Breach of promise is highly undesirable. A person who does not fulfill a promise, people

consider him a liar. A breach of promise causes displeasure of Allah Almighty and humiliation in the
world.”

e On page 98, one line represented the moral value of honesty. The following text is from page
98:

g3 Mo _—s e cilid 5 el mie Mad bl puiny T
“Hen~ic L,//L._?J)/ = was unparalleled in trust and honesty.”
o Below is some text from page 104 that discusses humility:
ML S i) e e Sy g9 08 ) S LR (55 ) ~ilie oS 68 el i mile df aias y "

“He (may Allah have mercy on him) taught people to be moderate and stay away from

”»

arrogance.

e The moral value avoid back biting was there on pg. no 85 in a chapter. Below is some
text from the textbook that is related to it:

U (5l g ot i 08 A gara (5 53 Jin NS LSl QKJU’-’J’@%J% [ Ol ol o S jlsa Cpan”
S A sl o B0 DL L S 5068 S 22Med) o (0 S ol oo ) silo 8L S (Alwi ] o ) o s (S S
Bgga (s o oS Cro 2ili (S sl | S Slo o (S il 55, o UlgS lin (S oS v o s 768 SIS LS

"

=

“From the blessed hadith, it can be well inferred that gluttony is not a minor sin. It eats up our
good deeds and makes us among the disobedient of Allah Ta'ala. Islam prohibits cheating. That is why
it has been said that if a person gossips about you, do not support him by obeying him. That person is

a liar.”
e Text related to service of humanity was present on pg. no 104. It is given below:

/\.'l'.aAJ%[.uy/%ﬁjj/&m’a}a’dgdrzﬂchg%éﬁy&aﬂ/&i&AI;/AJAJ(;L&J,@}JJJ/J_Laa.a%:.w”
G ok s 500l IS S0 i) e Al sias ) g Jan e gl alin _Savin a5 []7] e 4
HL'S
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“Syed Muhammad Rashid Ruza Dhani, may God bless him and grant him peace, is a great
religious scholar, Sufi, muhaddith and jurist of the subcontinent. He was born in 1171 Hijri in Khairpur
district of Sindh. Most of his life he lived in the service of people.”

Curriculum document

The topics and subtopics in the Islamiat curriculum document included moral values like
tolerance, brotherhood, kindness, forgiveness, covenant-keeping, and avoiding backbiting. Moral
values like honesty, respect for people, humility, and service of humanity were not included in the topics
suggested for the textbook. Some of the moral values that were not seen in the topics were seen in the
SLOs. SLOs present in the curriculum document included moral values like tolerance, brotherhood,
kindness, forgiveness, honesty, covenant-keeping, avoid backbiting. Some moral values were not
included in the SLOs like respect for people, humility, and service of humanity.

Textbook

In the Islamiat textbook of 5" grade, the moral values: tolerance, kindness, forgiveness,
honesty, covenant keeping, humility, avoid backbiting, brotherhood, service of humanity were present.
Only one moral value was missing in the textbook which was respect for people. The majority of moral
values were explained in depth. Moral values like honesty, service of humanity, and humility were
presented briefly in the textbook.

Comparison of SNC with the textbook

The textbook contained all of the moral values which were found in the curriculum document
of Islamiat. However, the textbook also contained those two moral values which were not from the
curriculum document. These moral values were humility, and service of humanity.

Conclusion

On the basis of the aforementioned findings, it was concluded that moral principles like
brotherhood, kindness, forgiveness, tolerance, honesty, covenant-keeping, avoid backbiting were
included in the Single National Curriculum of Islamiat for fifth grade. However, the moral values:
humility, and service of humanity that were not involved in the curriculum document were present in
the textbook. It was also revealed that the textbook's content contained all of the moral principles
specified in the curriculum document. Only one moral value: respect for people was missing in the SNC
document and textbook. The majority of moral values were explained in depth. Hence, Islamiat Single
Curriculum of 5" grade had an adequate content related to moral values.

Recommendations

The establishment of moral values is essential for society to be called a civilized society. But
unfortunately, many societies including Pakistan are facing moral decline. Policies and curricula of
many countries including Pakistan focus on the moral development of students. But the National
education policy 2017 highlighted that school curricula pay little or no attention to moral values. So,
the SNC document and textbook need to be analyzed to see the extent to which moral values are
included in the curriculum and to see whether the moral values highlighted in the curriculum are
involved in the textbook or not.

Islamiat curriculum and textbooks are helpful in developing moral values among students so
that they can differentiate between what is right and wrong and can become better members of society.
Islamic studies play a significant role in developing morality and thought. One must learn Islamic
studies if he/she wishes to have good morals and enlighten his/ her mind with the right thinking.
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This study aimed to determine the extent to which moral values were present in SNC at the
primary level. Findings revealed that the Islamiat SNC document and textbook had moral values:
kindness, forgiveness, brotherhood, honesty, covenant-keeping, humility, tolerance, avoiding
backbiting, and service of humanity. However, their representation in the textbook was not equal.
Among these moral values, few moral values were presented briefly in the textbook. These were
honesty, service of humanity, and humility. Therefore, it is recommended that these moral values may
also be included in detail in the Islamiat textbook because these are also helpful to train students
morally.

Findings of the study also revealed that one moral value “respect for people” was missing. So,

it is recommended that this moral value may also be included in the SNC document and textbook of
Islamiat because it is also important for student’s moral development.
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